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Vast Enterprises wins
Minnesota Cup with
its composite paver
system made with
recycled product

By Leah Shaffer

The idea is so basic, it could
Dbe staring you right in the face.
Especially if you look straight
down when you’re on your drive-
ways build a better world with a
better brick.
- For Eden Prairie-based
Vast Enterprises, the idea was
also the ticket to connections

and prize money. As the win- .

ner of this year’s Minnesota
Cup, the company recently re-
ceived $25,000 in seed capital
for its composite paver brick
system. It’s what inventor Steve
Thorkelson described as the first

environmentally responsible al-*

ternative to concrete pavers
(those bricks you might see in
driveways or patios).

Their bricks are made of 99
percent recycled material, said
Thorkelson. That makes it one-
third the weight of concrete.

Company President Andy
Vander Woude said the product
is made mostly out of recycled
tires, with a smaller portion
made from recycled plastic like
that found in milk jugs. i
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Vast Enterprises President Andy
Vander Woude shows an example of
the brick paver system his company
produces. [t's the type of brick used
in patios and sidewalks, but with a
twist: the product is made up of 99

" percent recycled materials.

"“One of the things we pro-
mote with our product is that:it
consumes a lot of that material
out of the landfills,” he noted.

At the same time, he said,
what they want to bring to mar-
ket is a product that is not only
environmentally friendly, but
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tradltlonal concrete paver
Bric-a-brac

Lego set.

son.
itdown and then “your bricks

puzzle.”
You can change patterns

grid.in different-designs.
gether with a couple bricks
-underneath.”

The process of puttlng

down the paver-is similar to
that of concrete, said Vander

Woude. But, with'its prod-

uct, though the upfront cost

of bricks would be: shghtly :
more, costs are. saved inla- ]

bor, he said.

He said Wlth ‘a normal o

paver application, 80 pércent

of the costs come from labor.

With Vast Enterprises bricks

being a third-as heavy, they -
can be transported by pickup ©
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also vastly superior to the : o

The paver system (pat—
ent pending) resembles .
something hke an overslzed.

“It’s got a grld system‘k
underneath it,” said Thorkel o

Basically, he sald you lay’

fit in this grid system like a -

move things around on the
And then you tie it to-.

“and now your whole grid: \
system is locked together . |

Bricks

Continued from front

instead of semi-truck, cutby nor-
mal wood saws, and installation

1is thus cheaper. Then, there are

the benefits to the burgeoning
green building industry;, always
looking for ways to use environ-
mentally friendly materials, he
noted.

“They have areal need to find

products like this because they .

are being required to meet these
LEED or green.building stan-
dards,” said Vander Woude.

Thorkelson came up W1th the.

ideayears ago.

“My original focus was to
keep materials out of the land-
fill,” he said.

And then he had this land-
scaping company and one prob-
lem: he was facing was how
much time it took to install con-
crete-pavers and “how difficult
it was to keep them straight or
inaline.”

So, he solved one problem
with a product using recycled
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The materlals used for the pavers in-
clude mostly recycled tlres

materlals
“Kind of ‘put the two and two

" together.”

Then, friends came togeth-
er to form the company, with
Thorkelson, Troy Achterkirch,
Vander Woude and Steve Smith.

"The business was formed
this January, but signing up for
the Minnesota Cup occurred at
the last minute, as they found
out about the contest on the last
day for submission.

Minnesota Cup
 This is the second year of the

Minnesota Cup, a business con- -

test that drew 650 entrants from
40 counties. The contest, accord-

Southwest Newspapers serving Eden Prairie

ing to a news release “supports
and promotes Minnesota’s new-
est and most innovative business
concepts.”

Minnesota Cup co-founder
Scott Litman said they looked
at anything from automotive,
entertainment, to agriculture
to healthcare, this year.

“When it comes down to it

for Vast, what we really liked
is that there’s great innovation
in their solution, we loved. the

= environmentally friendly part

of it. And they wrote a really

- great plan that showed how they

could take their breakthrough

idea and bring it to market and . -
- make it real.”

. But, noted Litman, what re-
ally stood out was the group’s
presentation. While making the
final presentation to the review
board, he said “they had an-
other group that was outside,
unknown to us, that built basi-
cally a full sized patio with their

- brick pavers, and they did 1t in

under 10 minutes.”

Winning the contest, he said,
offers more than just money, also
of value are the connections.

“They had a chance to pres-
ent their business idea in front
of areview board that had some
of the leading bankers, invest-
ment bankers and prlvate in-
vestors,” he said.

‘ Thorkelson said the contest
itself is useful for everyone in-
volved.

“They drive you to 1mprove
your business plan and think
about your product and how
you’re going to get it out to the
market.”

The whole process he notes .

“actually, sets your business up
fo succeed.”
- Vast.Enterprises is Workmg
on setting up with distributors,
Thorkelson said. By next spring,
they aim to have their product
on the market for sale to those in
the landscape industry. Accord-
ing to Vander Woude, they want
to br1ng the product to stores like
Home Depot in a few years. A

He says, they do get excited
when they talk about Home De-

. potdistribution because “it real-

ly is a do-it-yourself product.”
For more information, go to
http://vast-enterprises.com.




